


the Honorable F.A.W.Skeen, Judge of the Circuit 


Court (of Mee Couhty,° ViFreants. 


The answer of Mary A.Smyth to a bill exhibited against her and 


others in this Honorable Court by oo .Smytn, op . 

hespondent answering said bill as fully as she is advised it te 
necessary SO to do, says: : 

That it is true that her husbartt David @myth was, in his life-time 
S6heed of actract -orv hand sttuatee on, whikt is known as the Chesnut 
Ridge, and near the town of Pennington Caps lv ws Rertner trae! onet 
said David Smyth departed this life on or about the 25th day of March 
1894,having first made and published his last will and testament, which 
was afterwards, bLo~wit: on the 16th day of April, 1894, duly probated 
in the County Court of Lee County. A eopy of thism will is here ro ved, 
macked "Bxhibit A™ which i prayed to be considered as a part of this 
answer. Zt will be séeén upon an inspection or this wilirehae said 
testator first provided for the payment of all his lawful debts, end 
this is mdde a charge upon Ais estate, and after the payment of dépis, 
said testator bequeathed to his son David one- heifer, to his 
vharles one hiefer and one hog, to his daughter Laura ReSmyth 
horse and saddle, one heifer and one hog, to be paid or given to them 
Cm their arrival vat vthe age of 21. yearsy and to your respondent, his 
wife, the rest or remainder of his entire estate re&l and rnersonal to 
be held by her during her life or widowhood, and efter her death to be 
divided equally between his children and descendants,share and share 
alike. At the time of his death the said David Smyth owned very lit- 
tle personal property as follows, to-wit, two old mares aged respect- 
ively eleven and fourteen, one .<cow,: one heifer, some seven or eight 
hogs, a small amount of household “and Ritvenen furniture, «a smal) amount 
aang untens#is;-a fairhyigood wagon &c.*On ‘the night of Mr. 
foyuhs death the heirfer above’ referred t6 gave birth to twin ‘calves; 
end perhaps, there Was another calf on the place. This was all the per- 
sonal property owned by said decedent at the tire of his death. At that 
time, her said husband was considerably seated .a& “fO] Lowss To aks 


Howard for medical attention $12.60, to J.F.Witt for burial clothes 





$8.95, to W.P.Wood account $1; Sand for coffin %18.00, to John F.Skdegs 


ca 


gudgment for $6.27 and $1.CC eosts, to N.L.Johnson £10.50, to Dillard 
Graham 94.19, to J.P.Skages account $.18, all of which debts together 
With several others for which she has no receipts, your respondent 
Pala. da Pall,” ane am addition thereto regponden. hes’ peta oe’ Savas 
hRicnmond Clerks fée bill $3.50. ° In addition to all these matters 
respondent paid to Devid Smyth one eifer, bequeathed Lto.him by the tes- 
tator in said will, which was worth $10.00: to Charles Smyth one heifer 
bequeathed to him by said will worth $10.0C and elseo one hog which was 
UPKewilee “oeqgueabned to him by said testator: te Laura Smyth one horse 
apory ewo years old “for whhen respondent paid *22.50, one saddle’ for 
which respondent paid W.P.Wood $6.00, one heifer for which respondent 
Pardo oOnn Newnan! Soret her win anount for ‘driving ty to her, MiG 160, 
and one hog, which respondent raised and which was worth about 35.00. 
Poe polcein supposes it BO "Se MULTUe "Chat care: Davidian, Assenmda 
end spond “Olimoecer"naye iso ld -cand conveyed their in- 
to the said ‘complainant. “jt is not ‘true, however, 


Dien Wary “Ii srarooms Nes sold ena "conmeveq Mer inLerest to J.T ager, 


but it PS true that she has ‘sold the same, as respemdent is informed; 


to her brother Hilbert M.Smyth, and that Laura, 
Sotcereat “CoO aol Veamy en . 

Hs ounces wlll now shew your Henor -vhat said "land hs “yeu poor 
and “badly worn, “washed amd “se@aheedkirlLiat Piwas sin’ Dire 'eandied omvert, 
Ererulme “oI her Birebeanedis Vearne “ane: respondent @entes that there ote 
plenty,or enough, of said land cleared to maintain her in comfort, hut 
on the contrary She wil show your Heror thet it is impossible with,all 
we errory she €an bestowupon it to make a deeent surport and maintain- 
ance on said land. She denies that she has cut any timher that 

need Cd or ne ceéstury bo Keep said Land! ini repair asetonfengmes 
bULldings and’ for Pife woodt’ -She“admite, “however, “that, ££. fseprue 

are Nas cub dnd. soldsfrom said land aaa LES eb ery a 1 ape 
& Tew staves. « ‘She "nad? eutiand scold’ from said band winber 


amounting’ to 416.00. This emount-she sold’ to Mr. Wood in gage. payment 
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for the coffin in which her husband and the complainant’: father was 
‘ 

burried. She SsOld this lumber, or LUreéeés ,by and with the consent and un 
Mee whe gdwics of. said complainant. She also gold to Mr. Nelson #17.0CO 
worth of timber for staves and this money she used in paying for «. kur 
horse purchased for her daughter Laura and bequeathed to said daughter 

stator in said will. She also had Mr. Frailey to make for her 
on said land about $12.C0O worth of staves which she used, in, payiig 
taxes and in purchesing something to eat and wear. She also 01d to 
Mr.A.Zohnson $9.00 worth of tan-bark, which was also used by her in 
pucchasing provisions to cat and clothes to wear te prevent starving 
and going naked. ft is further trae that respondent has BpeCceny | Vy 
had cut twenty-nine poplar trees, three of which were right good ones 
and the balance right small. She had these trees cut for the purpose 
of trying to pay to William S.Hurst money that she had borrowed to pay 
off the indebtedness of her deceased husband, and the bequest mede hy 
him in his will. She had no other means by which. she could pay the 
same, and she was desirous of paying off these debts and saving the 
land of her husband for his and her children. 

Recpondent will now show your Honor that she has used all the 
méans Known to her to save said estate for her children and to KeeD 
this ungrateful son in a good humor. She deprecates law suits especial< 
ly with her children, and since the institution of this sui 
dé1 to keep out of the Courthouse and to keep from exposing the cor- 
plainant’s harsh dealings and unnatural cond1et Lowards her, she went 
to him and offered him 211 this Vaebee that she. had cut if Me would 
pay up the costs and stop this unnatural suit. She knéw in her hezert 


that he was not entitled to it but to save the harrassing of her feel-— 
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ing in hes old days, to-wit, in her seventy-second year,and to pre- 


vent exposing his meanness she made this offer, which was not aecepted. 
but she has understood that hie purpose ais to attempt to get a judg- 
ment against her, and knowing that che would be unable enven to pay 
uae cost of this Suit, should it gc against her, he has hoasted that, 


he would sell out her life estate in said land. 


| : ra ? BAe Said 
RSepondent @enies that che had committed any waste upon 
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land oz that she has used anything from it that was not absolutely 
necessary for the payment’ of her euebaade depts, the bequests he MEE, | 
Por Mer necessary , Gao lene comet a Suppert and mainheindnce . 
files herews vavand as spat hereo?r CECEIpDUk Tony Ne. pe. ume we.6. by 
Ges 6 DOV C USh- ONIN, (ence OL: mane receipt Of “Laura grein SonsSy. Wii GbeEls AlN, 
hand's’ oF said, complainant) and he refuses to give it up. 
Amd (now havin anewered agama vbili asufully as .she ws adviseqsa, 
Ts material to answer se same, respondent prays that said injunction 
be Gtsotved., this) PLL dismiteeece and Laat. she recover -ner -costs' am 


this suit most unjustly expended. 
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Ansrer ef Alpna Smithyimme Smitn, Betty Smith, Lutre 
and Elbert Turneryey HoC.Bailieu,their guardien edviitem, 


bill ef cemplaint exhibéted agains’ nselves anc ethers, 


by Hits Id. Sie | tame Cireutt 
a, ; ‘ 
ff / 


Ceurt ef Lee Ceunty, 


a 


t8,saving ali just exceptiens,& 
said bill,say that being infants, thev 


invelved in ne same te the rretectie: 


navineg ansrerea,tnev prev 


fore gore hey WO, (Galle. ti Ba pghoay off 
MKS Viena, Vg 
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i, David Smyth of the County of,uec, and state of Yiteinie 4, being 
of sound mind and memory ue considering tine undertainty gor Lid we frail 
and tranistor; life, do therefore make, ordein and publish & See ene 
this to be my last will and testament, that is to say, First after 
all my lawful debts are paid and discharged, the residue of my ,estete 
ceal and personal, I give bequeatir and dispose of as follows, to-wit, 
TO my Son David Smyth; one per ula al hl eba my- Son:Charies one heifer... 
and one hog, and To my daughter eee Rk. Smyth: one horse and saddie. 
and one heifer, and one ere nines ete they shall arrive at the age of 
twenty-one years old. To my beloved wife Mary A.Smvth the rest or 
cemain of my GHikite effects Real’ and Personal during her natural 
life time OL widowhood. Thereafter to James D.Smyths children peing my 
garand—ch:ldren an equal part with all my children among ail of whom 
I wish to equally dividedand share alike between them. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto subseribed my name 
aes 
my seal the fourteenth day of July 1893. 
David Smyth. (Seal) 
Witness | 23 
John A.Orr 


Wid tamer”. Ord. 


eialagedaly: tala 

At a County Court begun,.and held for Lee County at the Court-— 
house thereof on Monday April the 16th, 1894. 

The lagu wild andetestament, of David Smyth) owas, thas day pro- 
duced in Court and the said will was proved by the oath of John A.Orr 


one of the subscribing witnesses thereto, who also. proved. the execu- 


tion of said will by the testator in his presence, and in the presence 


of William T. Orr the other subseribing witness thereto, and that, they 


* 
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said will as attesting witnesses thereto, gat ti oermecst GF) the 
Gehater and dn his wpresehnece, They all tara 
gether, wt, the time of the signing off ths mam 


is ordered te be recorded, 











“Bréad is the Staff of Life” 


THEREFORE HAVE IT GOop. 


Bought of J. = WITT. 


DEALER IN 


Brits GRADE rLOUR 


AND 


GENERAL MERCHANDISE. 
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VIRGINIA--LEE COUNTY, TO-WIT: 


ie a acme (2X - Constable of said Ye 
5 
ff Me ‘ 


9 .. 
4 


f ; 
f I HEREBY COMMAND YOU TO SUMMON .cakd ck. Z£ pa aa rh 


Smeeeae sdeences geevees 


} _ - | ‘4 
If to be found in your District to appear at a AK th 4 


¢ (ag of. Zim 


i ot - 189 ‘ / before me or such other Justiczof the said County, a3 may be thereto 


in said county, on the 


A , f |) oe PN Ot 
try this warrant, to answer complaint Of... dite aK: Wel, OFF Mave 
, | 
; if? J 


and upon a claim,for money not +xceeding $100, exclusive of interest, to-wit: 


Re LO£0. 7 


by , and then and there make return of this warrant, 


te, 


a Ls , : 
4 yg a ; 
Given under my hand theéa.4.day of ade i=... ......189,7 


18925, till paid, anagZ CS. . for costs. 


Jf” etd ae Len 
$$. _. , , ) SS 
VIRGINIA--Lee County, To-wit : fd Ee le of said County. 
I Fees you in the name of the Commonwealth of Virginia, that of the goods and chattles of Ley 


. abX 
» IN your county, you cause to be made the sum of 3. -o¢- With 
i 
LE. woe. day of. CCA. an 1874 till paid, when... , SAL. sees 


has recovered before —“<2.2-=_< 


warrant in debt, and also the sum of sl. a which were adjudged to the said. dh 


_ 
eet F oe ereccveons 


for costs in prosecuting said warrant. 


Given under my hand thesesd Lesvilay of oct... SEs soe elon 18 7:5 


a ae Lae O27 2 
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ON PUBLISHING Co. 


ndition of contents of pack- 


ny agrees to carty to the 
ivaetieutos. 2 


JF SPECIAL 


Class Rate 
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ereby agreed to. 
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1. No carrier or p: a possession of all or-any 
for any loss thereof or damage thereto, by caus 
any cause or wheresvever occurring; or by riots, 
age, chafing, joss veight, changes in weather, 
be necessary or is usual to carry such property upoi 

2. No carrier is bound to carry said property by any particular tr: 

articular market, or otherwise than with as reasonable despatch as tts ¢ 
aay carrier shall have the right, incase of necessity, to forward said property 
route between the point of shipment and the point to which the rate is given. 

8. No carrier shall be liable for loss or damage not occurring on its own road ori 
through route, nor after said property is ready for delivery to the next carrier or te 
amount of any loss or damage for which any carrier becomes ee. cae 
of the property at the place and time of shipment under this Bill Peire, unless low’ 
has been agreed upon or is determined by the classification upon which the rate is based, in 
of whieh events such lower value shall he the:maximum price ta_gnvern. such comnutatign. 
for loss or damage fnust be made in writing to the agent at point of delivery promptly after arriva] 
of the property, and if delayed for more than thirty days after the delivery of the property, or after 
due time for the delivery thereof, no carrier hereunder shall be liable in any event, 

4, All property shail be subject to necessary cooperage and baling at owner’s cost. Each carrie f 
over whose route Cotton is to be carried hereunder, shall have the privilege, at its own cost, of com- 
pressing the same for greater convenience in handling and forwarding, and shal! not be held re-- 
sponsible for unavoidable delays in procuring. such compression. Grain in bulk consigne 
to a point where there is an elevator may (unless otherwise expressly noted herein, and 
then if it is not promptly untoaded) be there delivered, and placed with other grain of same kind, 
without respéct to ownership, “and jit so delivered shall be subject to alien for elevator charges 
iq adglition to all other charges hereunder. No carrier’shall be liatte for differ¢uces in weights 
on for shrinkage of any grain or seed @arried in bulk. \ aT i 

5. Property not removed by the persou. or party entitled to receive 
ter its arrival at*destihationfanay*he both t 


fy within twenty-four hours af- 
he (par, depot pr place of. délivery of the Carrier, at the 


sole risk of the owrtr 6f said property, of may be, at the Sption of the aft removed and other- 
a: 


wise storediat the owner’s risk and cégt andthere held subject to lten for Aa aN other charges. 

The delivering carrie*may make a*reasonable Charge, per day. for eteption of any car 

and for use'6f track.aftemthe car-has beemheld,forty-cight hours Yok trftoading, ard may add such 

' charge to all other charges heseunder, andshold said property subject to a lien therefor. Property 
destined to or taken from a station at which there is no regularly appointed agent, shall be entirely 
at risk of owner when untoaded from cars, or until loaded into cars; and when received from or de- 
livered on private or other sidings, shall be at owner’s risk until the Cars are attached top and after 
they are detached from trains. ya , 

6. No carrier hereunder will carry, orHe Kable in any way for any.dactments, Sspecieyior,for any 
article of extraordinary value not spécifically rated in the published-classificatiogs, A less 4 special 
agreement to do so, and a stipulated value of the afticlés, dré endogsed h¢reon. ~~? i 

7. Every party, whether principal or agent, shipping inflammabfe, explosive or dangerous goods, 
without previous full written disclosure to the carrier of their nature, shall be li.ble for all loss or 
damage caused thereby, and such goods may be warehoused at owner’s risk and xpense, or de- 
stroyed without compensation. 

8. Any alteration, «ddition or erasure in this Bill of Lading, which shall be mee without the 
special notation hereon of the agent of the carrier issuing this Bill of Lading, shalj be void. 

9. If the word ‘‘order” is written hereon immediately before or after the natne 45t the party to 
whose order the property is consigned, without any condition or limitation othe: ©}.n the name of a 
party to be notified of the arrival of the property, the surrender ol fhis Bill or Lacing props i en- 
dorsed shall be required before the delivery of the property at-destination. If any other than the 
aforesaid form of consignment is used herein, the said property may, at the option of thecarrier, be 
delivered without requiring the production or surrender of this Bill of Lading. 

10 Owner or consignee shall pay freight at the rate hereon stated, and all other charges accruing 
on said property, before delivery, and according to weights as ascertained by any carrier hereun- 
der: andif upon inspection it is ascertained that the articles shipped are not thosé described in 

» this Bill of Lading, the freight charges must be paid upon the articles: actually shipped, anc at 
the rates and under the rules provided for by published classifications. { 

11. If all or any part of said property is carried by water over any part of said route, such water 
carriage shall be performed subject to the conditions, whether printed or written, contained in this { 
Bill of Lading, including the condition that no carrier or party shall be liable for any lossor damage 
resulting from the perils of the lakes, seas or other waters: or from explosion, bursting of boilers. 
breakage of shafts, or any latent defect in hull, machinery or appurtenances ; or from collision, strand- 
‘ng, or other accidents of navigation; or from the prolongation of the voyage. And any vessel 
carrying any or all of the property herein described shall have liberty to call at intermediate 

orts ; to tow and be aaa and to assist vessels in distress, and to deviate for the purpose of saving 
ife or property. And any carrier by water liable on account of loss of or damage to any of said 
property, shall have the full benefit of any insurance that may have been effected upon or on ac 
count ofsald property. 








